


Various issues dominated the Swiss inland navigation in the past year. Firstly intensified efforts to streng-

then the importance of this mode of transport in the public opinion and at the decision makers. Secondly the 

improvement of the structures through a merger of the national Rhineports into the “Swiss Rhineports” which 

was accomplished by January 2008. The local industry now expects improvement of the competitive power 

through a new lean organisation.

Success regarding “awareness” could be realised on a national level. The draft of the transport law “Güterver-

kehrsgesetz” could be amended during the parliamentary session, taking into account the concerns of the 

inland navigation and ports. Without doubt an event organised by the Parliamentary Group of SVS and its call 

for a better compliance with the needs of the industry within the national transport policy led to this success.

The sector is expecting further progress towards better integration of the inland navigation in the public 

opinion by the report regarding inland navigation, which will be released by the government based upon an 

initiative by the Delegate of Basle, Ms. Fetz, medio 2009.

Econcomic situation of Inland Navigation in Switzerland

At regional level the merger between the Rhineports in Basle dominated the activities. The project brilliantly 

survived the negotiatoins in two regional parliaments as well as a referendum. By the new name “Schweizeri-

sche Rheinhäfen” it is proved that the industry is providing transport services in the national interest.

Due to the deterioration of the economic climate by the end of 2008, the Swiss Ports could realise an increase 

in waterside transshipment of only 1,5 %. As in the past years the dry cargo showed the bigger part of this 

increase, whilst the transshipment of mineral oil decreased slightly. In the field of container handling there 

was a decrease of approximately 11 % compared to 2007.
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T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N 

EUROPEAN BARGE UNION (EBU) is the European association of barge owners and barge operators. Since her 

establishment in 2001 EBU has represented the interests of her members. Main objective is to defend the  

interests of inland shipping at the European and international level. She deals with all the subjects that  

promote the development of the trade of inland shipping and of the transport by inland navigation vessels.

This includes inter alia the following tasks:

•	 following and contributing to the development of a sustainable European transport policy;

•	 controlling and promoting all measures intended to reach, through international cooperation,  

	 improvement of the productive capacity and cost-effectiveness of inland shipping;

•	 cooperating with all authorities 

	 - which take decisions about the general conditions under which inland shipping carries out her activities,

	 - which are charged with the maintenance, extension and financing of the waterways and which are  

	 responsible for traffic safety;

•	 supporting an extensive exchange of information and experience and a fruitful cooperation between  

	 the members.

Austria
„Die Schifffahrt“
Wirtschaftskammer Österreich
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 63 A 
A-1045 WIEN

Belgium
Association des Maîtres Bateliers des  
Régions de Liège, Limbourg, Namur et Charleroi
24, Quai de Coronmeuse
B-4000 LIEGE

Algemeen Aktiecomité der  
Belgische Binnenvaartorganisaties V.Z.W.
Dokseinde 14
B-2930 BRASSCHAAT

Unie der Continentale Vaart.
Kleindokkai 5-6 
B-9000 GENT

Czech Republic:
AVP-CZ
Karla Capka 211/1
CZ-40591 DECIN

France
Comité des Armateurs Fluviaux
8, rue Saint Florentin
F-75001 PARIS

Germany
Bundesverband der deutschen 
Binnenschiffahrt e.V.
Dammstrasse 15-17
D-47119 DUISBURG

Netherlands 
Centraal Bureau voor de 
Rijn- en Binnenvaart 
Vasteland 12E 
NL-3011 BL ROTTERDAM 

Romania
AAOPF
Str. Albatrosului, nr. 2
RO-80002  GALATI 

Switzerland
Schweizerische Vereinigung für 
Schiffahrt und Hafenwirtschaft
Südquaistrasse 14
Postfach

CH-4019 BASEL

annual report 08|09 23



1. EBU-Officials

President, Dr. Ph. Grulois (B)

Vice-President, A. Auderset (CH) 

Secretary General, T. Hacksteiner

2. Board of Directors

Austria

N. Baumann, Danu Transport GmbH, Wien

Mag. A. Piekniczek, Die Schiffahrt, Wirtschaftskammer Österreich, Wien

Belgium

W. Pierre, De Grave Antverpia, Herstal (A.M.B.)

Dr. Ph. Grulois (President), Rederij Huygebaert N.V., Gent

O. Parmentier (Alternate member), Aktiecomite - Comité d’Action, Antwerpen

Czech Republic

L. Fojtu, CSPL AG, Decin 

France

J.F. Dalaise, Comité des Armateurs Fluviaux, Paris

Germany

Dr. G. Jaegers, Reederei Jaegers GmbH, Duisburg

J. Schwanen, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg

Netherlands

P. Struijs, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

J. Vogelaar, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

R.J. Kasteel (Alternate member), Interstream Barging Europe B.V., Dordrecht

Romania

V. Stancu, AAOPF, Galati

Switzerland

A. Auderset (Vice-President), SVS, Basel

B. Heydrich, Ultra-Brag AG, Basel 
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3. Committees

3.1. Nautical-technical Committee

Chair

J. Zöllner, DST, Duisburg

Vice-Chair

J. Kruisinga, CBOB, Rotterdam

Austria

(Vacant)

Belgium

A. Bauwens, VBR, Schoten	

E. van den Poel, Merksem

P. Roland, Association des Maîtres Bateliers, Bodegnée - Verlaine	

Czech Republic

S. Tlustos, Ceskeprístavy, Praha

France

D. Carpentier, Chambre Nationale de la Batellerie Artisanale (CNBA), Paris

J.M. Meyer, Compagnie Française de la Navigation Rhénane, Strasbourg

Germany

N. Hohenbild, MS “Catharina”, Emmerich

H. Rüffer, (DTG) MS “Otrate”, Boffzen	

W. Schröder, Deutsche Binnenreederei AG, Berlin 

J. Zöllner (chair), DST, Duisburg

Netherlands

B.E. Boneschansker, ThyssenKrupp-Veerhaven B.V., Brielle

L.M.E. de Groot, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

M. van Helvoirt, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn-en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

G. Kester, Kantoor Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

J. Kruisinga (vice-chair), CBOB, Rotterdam

R. Tieman, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn-en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam	

L. van Toorenburg, KSV, Rotterdam 

H.J. van der Velde, CBOB, Rotterdam

Romania

S. Rodenau, CFNR Navrom, Galati	

annual report 08|09 25



Switzerland

A. Zimmerli, Natural van Dam AG, Basel	

Secretary

J. Rusche, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg		

3.2 Tankbarging Committee

Chair

Dr. G. Jaegers,  Reederei Jaegers GmbH, Duisburg 

Austria

(Vacant)

Belgium

Dr. Ph. Grulois, Rederij Huygebaert N.V., Gent

France

J.M. Meyer, Compagnie Française de la Navigation Rhénane, Strasbourg

B. Lassarat, CFT, Le Havre Cedex  

Germany

Dr. G. Jaegers (chair), Reederei Jaegers GmbH, Duisburg 

Netherlands

C. De Graaf, Zwaans v.d. Heuvel Tankvaart B.V., Rotterdam

R.J. Kasteel, Interstream Barging Europe B.V., Dordrecht

H.C. Visser, Visser Holding B.V., Schiedam

Switzerland

A. Auderset, Schweiz. Ver. für Schiffahrt & Hafenwirtschaft, Basel 

Secretary

J. Vogelaar, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam	

3.3. Dangerous Goods Committee

Chair

R. Overveld, Interstream Barging Europe B.V., Dordrecht 	

Austria

(Vacant)
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Belgium

A. Bauwens, Schoten		

E. van den Poel, Merksem 		

P. Roland, Association des Maîtres Bateliers, Bodegnée - Verlaine	

France

J.M. Leclerc, Compagnie Fluviale de Transport, Le Havre 	

Germany

D. Gerstenkorn, B. Dettmer Reederei GmbH & Co. KG, Lauenburg	

K. Pöttmann, Stolt-Nielsen Inland Tanker Service GmbH, Duisburg

K. Schmitt, Reederei Jaegers GmbH, Duisburg

Netherlands

R. Overveld (chair), Interstream Barging Europe B.V., Dordrecht

F. M. Pruyn, Wijgula-Wijnhoff & Van Gulpen & Larsen B.V., Druten

J. Smit Roeters, Chemgas B.V., Rotterdam

R. Tieman, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn-en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam	

Switzerland

G. Baumgartner, Stetrag AG für Schiffsbefrachtung, Basel	

Secretary

E. Spitzer, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg	

3.4. Passenger Transport Committee

Chair

W. B. de Zeeuw, De Zeeuw Reederei Management, Basel 

Austria

(Vacant)

Belgium

P. Roland, Association des Maîtres Bateliers, Bodegnée - Verlaine	

Mr.Olijslager, Rederij Seastar, Nieuwpoort

France

Y. Desgigot, CroisiEurope, Strasbourg

annual report 08|09 27



Germany

F. Heim, Köln-Düsseldorfer Deutsche Rheinschiffahrt AG, Köln

W. Thie, Neckar Personenschifffahrt Berta Eplle GmbH & Co. KG, Stuttgart

J. Rusche, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg 

Netherlands

M. van Helvoirt, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

Jan Mudde, Lekkerkerk 

Switzerland

D. Thiriet, Scylla Tours AG, Basel 	

W. B. de Zeeuw (chair), De Zeeuw Reederei Management, Basel

Secretary:

M. van Helvoirt, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

 

3.5. Social Committee

Chair

M. Koning, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

 

Belgium

Dr. Ph. Grulois, Rederij Huygebaert N.V., Gent  

Czech Republic

L. Hradsky, AVP-CZ, Decin 

Germany

J. Rusche, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg 

JV. Schumacher, Dettmer Gruppe, Duisburg 

K. Wenkel, Bundesverband der Deutschen Binnenschiffahrt e.V., Duisburg

France

J.F. Dalaise, Comité des Armateurs Fluviaux, Paris 				  

Netherlands

M. Koning (chair), Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

J. Naaborgh, Chemgas Shipping, Rotterdam 

Romania

V. Stancu, AAOPF, Galati
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3.6. Pushbarging Committee

Chair

G. Hötte, Rhenus PartnerShip GmbH & Co. KG, Duisburg 

Germany

G. Hötte (chair), Rhenus PartnerShip GmbH & Co. KG, Duisburg 

Dr. R. Pütz, Imperial Schiffahrt GmbH & Co KG, Duisburg 

Netherlands

L. Brink, Eurobulk Transportmaatschappij, Dordrecht 

J. Davidse, ThyssenKrupp -Veerhaven B.V., Brielle

W. de Jong, Gebr. P. en J. de Jong B.V., Rozenburg 

H. Quirein, Imperial de Grave, Zwijndrecht

J.M.T. Valk, Provaart Logistic, Hendrik - Ido - Ambacht

Secretary

J. Vogelaar, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn- en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam

3.7 Environmental Coordinator

R. Tieman, Centraal Bureau voor de Rijn-en Binnenvaart, Rotterdam	

annual report 08|09 29



WESTERN EUROPEAN FLEET (january 2009)

      	 Total		  Switzerland		  France		  Germany		  Netherlands		  Belgium		  Luxemburg	

      	 Number	 Tonnage	 Number	 Tonnage	 Number	 Tonnage	 Number	 Tonnage	 Number	 Tonnage	 Number	 Tonnage 	 Number	 Tonnage

														            

General Cargo Vessel	 6.625	 6.960.893	 17	 34.029	 962	 492.651	 1.072	 1.226.224	 3.312	 3.968.503	 1.250	 1.227.444	 12	 12.042

Push Freight Barge 	 2.783	 3.908.599	 2	 3.232	 475	 492.253	 995	 860.068	 1.038	 2.040.621	 273	 512.425	 0	 0

Lash Ship    	 111	 89.930	 0	 0	 0	 0]	 111	 89.930	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

Lighter       	 356	 256.725	 0	 0	 1	 410	 242	 76.176	 109	 172.567	 4	 7.572	 0	 0

Tank Vessel	 1.692	 2.370.848	 42	 92.822	 35	 40.128	 462	 623.083	 868	 1.209.463	 268	 364.514	 17	 40.838

Push Tank Barge   	 158	 239.337	 1	 2.073	 69	 101.912	 36	 45.985	 43	 70.635	 7	 10.288	 2	 8.444

Tank Lighter     	 27	 8.338	 0	 0	 0	 0	 8	 2.983	 18	 5.031	 1	 324	 0	 0

Total        	 11.752	 13.834.670	 62	 132.156	 1.542	 1.127.354	 2.926	 2.924.449	 5.388	 7.466.820	 1.803	 2.122.567	 31	 61.324

														            

           	 Number 	 Tot.kw’s 	 Number	 Tot.kw’s	 Number	 Tot.kw’s	 Number	 Tot.kw’s 	 Number	 Tot.kw’s 	 Number	 Tot.kw’s 	 Number  	 Tot.kw’s 

Push Barge      	 584	 262.168	 0	 0	 147	 57.848	 180	 46.746	 172	 105.863	 73	 38.532	 12	 13.179

Tug         	 689	 182.496	 1	 368	 11	 2.277	 116	 13.352	 533	 122.365	 27	 43.836	 1	 298

Push Tug       	 550	 163.047	 4	 1.384	 0	 0	 85	 16.593	 391	 122.843	 64	 19.785	 6	 2.442

Total        	 1.823	 607.711	 5	 1.752	 158	 60.125	 381	 76.691	 1.096	 351.071	 164	 102.153	 19	 15.919

														            

           	 Number		  Number		  Number		  Number		  Number		  Number		  Number	

Passenger Vessel	 1.468	 0	 56	 0	 5	 0	 748	 0	 619	 0	 37	 0	 3	 0

Other        	 2.657	 0	 15	 0	 2	 0	 190	 0	 2.359	 0	 86	 0	 5	 0
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