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sustainability and a resilient European Tourism model.

The Commission recently unveiled ambitious plans laid down in the Competitive
Compass and the Clean Industrial Plan (CID). These new strategies are designed to
build upon the EU’s efforts to transition to a sustainable economy, with a focus on
enhancing the competitiveness of the European industry.

EBU, in reaction and collaboration with stakeholders voiced the sector's needs in light of the
announced strategies, by releasing its input to the development of the Sustainable Transport
Investment Plan, the Waterborne/Maritime Industrial Strategy, and the Ports Strategy.

Inland waterway transport (IWT) plays a vital role in the various pillars of the Clean Industrial Deal.
Recognized as a highly competitive, energy-efficient, safe, and sustainable alternative to other
transport modes, inland waterway transport helps alleviate congestion on overloaded road and

rail networks for both goods and passengers. Europe’s new industrial future and circular economy
depend heavily on IWT as carrier of the building blocks of the EU economy, including renewable fuels.
Increasing cargo volumes on inland waterways can make a significant contribution to achieving the
European Green Deal policy objectives. At the same time river cruises, daytrip passenger vessels

and ferries play a pivotal role in shaping a more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient European tourism
model. With growing demand for eco-conscious tourism, inland passenger vessels present a low-
emission, high-impact opportunity for regional development. Whether it's luxury multi-day river cruises
or agile daytrip boats catering to local excursions, this sector is poised for growth-fuelled by clean
propulsion technologies, rising interest in experiential travel, and revitalization of historic waterways.

To serve its clients as a reliable carrier, IWT, however, first and foremost is depending on the
infrastructure network. The extreme low water seasons in the past years demonstrated the more
the urgent need for climate proof infrastructure requiring proper maintenance, rehabilitation

and regeneration of the waterways next to sufficient investments in new infrastructure. The sector
recognises the strategic imperative of resilience of preparedness by design. This will ensure that
waterways and ports as well as relevant inland vessels, are adapted for dual-use purposes, serving
both civil and defence logistical needs to enhance European strategic mobility.

The event will zoom into these new policies and the sector’s contributions
and needs to jointly reach the overall policy goals.

Free registration: EBU Event 2025
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Welcome by Ambassador Franz WIRTENBERGER,
Deputy Permanent Representative at the Austrian Permanent Representation

Key note speeches by

Matthieu BLANC, President EBU, CEQ Sogestran/CFT

Apostolos TZITZIKOSTAS, Commissioner for Sustainable Transport

and Tourism, European Commission

Robert TIEMAN, Minister of Infrastructure & Water Management of the Netherlands
Tom BERENDSEN, Mep Tran Committee

1st Panel | Green and Digital Transition of the IWT sector

Fotini IOANNIDOU, Director Waterborne Transport DG Move

Sascha GILL, CEO G River Cruise

Markus SIMONER, Head of Department Inland Navigation Nautical and
Technical Affairs, Federal Ministry of Innovation, Mobility and Infrastructure (BMIMI)
Matthieu BLANC, President EBU, CEO Sogestran/CFT

Coffee break (until 16.40)

2nd Panel | Resilient and Dual-use Inland Waterways and Ports

through preparedness by design

Torsten KLIMKE, Head of Unit Inland Waterway Transport and Ports, DG MOVE
Thorben HENSLER, Vice President Global Supply Chain Services, BASF SE Ludwigshafen
Berte SIMONS, COO Port of Rotterdam

Ad KOPPEJAN, President Koninklijke Binnenvaart Nederland KBN, Board member EBU

Networking cocktail (until 19.00)
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