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On 9 February, the European Parliament endorsed the agreement on the Proposal for a Regulation 
establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). With a budget of EUR 672.5 billion, the RRF is the 
EU’s main instrument to recover from the crisis caused by COVID-19. 

While being hit hard by the pandemic and the various restrictive measures, the transport sector has 
demonstrated its crucial role in the supply of goods and and movement of people and has thus proven 
its indispensability for a functioning European Union. 

The undersigned European associations representing transport, infrastructure managers, operators, 
workers in all transport modes and logistics, contractors, local and regional authorities, logistics service 
providers, shippers, users, shipyards and equipment suppliers in the maritime sector, ports, inland 
waterways, railways, road, cycling, aviation, airports and intermodal sectors, as well as supporting 
industries and companies, jointly call on Member States and the European Commission to ensure 
that the transport sector receives adequate consideration in the National Recovery and Resilience 
Plans: 

• Emphasize that the transport and logistics sectors are critical for providing EU citizens with the 
goods and the mobility that are essential for their health and well-being and will be major 
enablers to a sustainable and resilient recovery of Europe’s economy; 

• Reiterate that the European Green Deal calls for a 90% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport, which requires substantial investments in transport infrastructures and fleets; 

• Stress that the objectives of the Green Deal for Europe to become a climate-neutral economy 
by 2050, can only be obtained by increasing the sustainability of the transport sector; note 
that the budget of the Connecting Europe Facility II is not sufficient to enable the necessary 
transformation; 

• Call on the Member States to put forward in their recovery and resilience plans measures 
facilitating economically and socially sustainable transport and digitalisation in the transport 
and logistics sectors, measures promoting cohesion and connectivity, promoting livable cities 
and regions, supporting just transition, support strategies for more diversified sustainable 
supply chains in view of strengthening Europe’s resilience as well as measures preparing the 
transport workforce for the digital transformation based on an inclusive social dialogue; 



• Call on the European Commission to evaluate the prominence of economically and socially 
sustainable transport measures in their assessment of the National Recovery and Resilience 
Plans. 
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The European Barge Union (EBU) is the European association representing the inland navigation freight and 
passenger carrying industry on a Pan-European level. Its members are the national associations of barge 
owners and barge operators as well as (international) associations in the field of inland navigation and 
related areas. EBU’s mission is to contribute to the development of a sustainable and efficient Pan-European 
transport system via a larger share of inland waterway transport. www.ebu-uenf.org 

 


